524                  TRAVEL    AND    COMMUNICATIONS
40,000 tons, are manned by as many as 1,400 men and travel at a speec
of thirty knots and upwards.
The ** blue riband " of the Atlantic was won in 1930 by the Germai
liner Bremen, in 1935 by the French liner Normandie, and in 1936 b\
the British liner Queen Mary. The Normandie recaptured the record in
August, 1937, but a year later the Queen Mary again claimed it aftei
having made an east-bound crossing in 3 days, 20 hours, 42 minutes,
with an average speed of 31.69 knots. The Queen Mary has a gross
tonnage of 80,773, her engines produce 200,000 h.p., and she carries
over 3,000 passengers and crew. The blue riband trophy is of silver,
the gift of Mr. Harold K. Hales, and was presented for competition
in 1935.
"NEW"   IDEA   THAT   IS  300   YEARS   OLD
In the summer of 1931 Sir-Hubert Wilkins, the distinguished
explorer, attempted to reach the North Pole in a submarine. The
Nautilus, as he had christened the obsolete undersea craft he had
bought from the United States Navy, passed three weeks under the ice
of the Arctic Ocean. T)uring this time much useful information was
gained about the forms of life to be found in these far-northern waters,
and also about their temperatures and tides, but unfortunately it was
not possible to reach the Pole.
At the time when Sir Hubert first suggested this expedition his
idea was regarded as extremely novel; but, in point of fact, the germ
of it had been suggested almost 300 years earlier by Sir Hubert's lineal
ancestor, John Wilkins (1614-1672), Bishop of Chester. In the year
1648 this right reverend gentleman published a book called
Mathematicall Magic\f chapter five of which is devoted to " the possi-
bility of framing an ark for submarine Navigations. The difficulties
and conveniences of such a contrivance.'* Among the conveniences he
reckoned the fact that " such a contrivance " is " safe . . . from ice and
great frosts, which doe much to endanger the passages towards the
. Poles."
Another of the bishop's suggestions was that the submarine might
" be of a very great advantage against a Navy of enemies, who by this
means may be undermined in the water and blown up."
SUBMARINE PROPELLED BY OARS
He thought that such a contrivance was "feasible and might be
effected " since it had already been experimented with *c here in England
r by Cornelius Dreble." Dreble, a Hollander, was in the employment
of the English king, James I. In 1620 a submarine constructed by him
was tried out in the Thames, where it was navigated under water for
several hours by twelve rowers.
In 1776, during the American War of Independence, an unsuccessful
attempt was made by an undersea vessel in uie service of the colonists
to rink an English warship off New ,York. The first vessel to be